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1 MY RELATIVE POSITIONING Rl IF YOU'RE DONE ASSESSING.
SYSTEM INDICATES LESS THAN [l MY LAND NAV SKILLS —- LET'S
"OPTIMAL ROUTE S0 FAR. MOVE OUT

WE'LL HAVE TO RESUPPLY

~( FIRST, THOSE FARMS ARE THE

LAST INHABITED PLACE WE'LL
SEE IN A WHI

WHILE.

[SERIOUSLY THOUGH. CODEX
S RIGHT, IT'S LIKE WE'RE
TRAVELING IN CIRCLES.

NEITHER YOU NOR CODEX ARE GOING

TO BLEND IN WITH THE CROWD AND

T'D RATHER AVOID UNNECESSARY
ATTENTION.

* | 1 BET THEY'RE NOT. THAT DOESN'T |

THE DIMS CAN'T POSSIBLY
BE FOLLOWING US.

| MEAN WE SHOULD ANNOUNCE OUR|™
DESTINATION. 5




e Lrel s : 502 THEY ARE A GOOD
' : 3 Lo 7 ¢ . SOURCE OF PROTEIN, AN!
2 5 o AN N e 2 ARE RELATIVELY EASY TO | -
T o r — = : i i @ - ¥ N | . ¥ i \ CARE FOR. S
& ALANZ IT'S NICE TO SEE 9 [ 2 y
YOU AGAIN. SOMETHING T ; : -
= CAN DO FOR YOUZ 4 :

=

O

T DON'T HAVE T0 LIKE
THEM TO EAT THEM.

: = = B : THEN. GOT CANNED PORK
WE'RE NOT BLIND. THE DIMS [ Tl \
HAVE BEEN SCOUTING SOME OF [ - = ; ! g P %&gJP‘YlDT\?P e
52| THEIR OLD BASES, BUT THERE'S I8 & s AL ToORINT oLy —
] NOT MUCHWE CAN po ASOUT L : SOME SUPPLIES,
g N

WHAT THE BLOODY
HELL ARE YOU ALL
DOING HERE THENZ

M
E el
LEAST OF OUR PROBLEMS |-
THESE DAYS.

_| YOU CAN'T POSSIBLY
1 BE SERIOUS! .

RE SPREAD THIN AS
IT 1S, AND PEOPLE ARE

NEITHER DID YOU, WHE!
WE ASKED YOU T0.

IF MY HELP IS WHAT YOU
NEED -- YOU'LL HAVE IT.

REALLYZ WHY THIS
CHA|

NGE OF HEART -
YOU'VE GOT A GOOD EYE,
ALL OF A SUDDEN? BOY. LOCAL FAIR PRIZE
: <9 WINNERS FOR A DECADE!
2



NAH... FOUND A COUPLE OF
\ THESERBEASTS AT THAT WEIRD

THESE ARE FROM HELIX MEDICAL RESEARCH

LABS. BEFORE THE WAR HELIX WAS WORKING

ON 7TRANSPLANTATION TECH. T GUESS YOU
KNOW WHERE THIS IS GOING

WERE RUNNIN' AROUND LIKE
WILD BOARS, BUT T HAD A
HUNCH, AND IT PAID OFF.

e SO MUCH FOR THAT [
7 _JUICY PROTEN..._{

AL, T DON'T
LIKE THIS. @

17 DOESN'T HAVE 70 BE YOU! |
= wHATRABO HIEE DAUD?

OR THE ARMY

‘ NOT SURE 1
WANT T0.

WELL. IF YOU LACK HUMAN
"ORGANS FOR TRANSPLANT AND
WANT TO GROW NEW COMPATIBLE

S0.__ TECHNICALLY,
THIS S HUMAN MEAT.

| ONES, KEEPING THEM.... "FRESH" 1

YOU'LL GEf YOURSELF
KILLED FOR NOTHING!

: T—— X PR [ R
WHAT IF YOU GET HURT2 = WHAT IF SOMEBODY AROUND [

" YOU'VE HEARD PEOPLE » "WERE FEELS THE SAME,
| TALKING., g-léYY RE VERY 3 Y~

| THOSE REDEEMERS Back

CAROL, HONEY... EVERYTHING 1S

FALLING APART, THE LEAST WE

CAN DO IS TRY T0 PROTECT OUR
COMMUNITY.

Fo ) B
- DAUD'S ROUNDED UP HALF
THE POLICE DEPARTMENT AND
MAYOR'S OFFICE STAFF INTO A
GANG T0 EXACT ﬂl}(is |

THE ARMY'S GONE, AND SO IS
~ THE REST OF THOE GOVERNMENT.

TH\NGS WILL GET EVEN i
UGLIER, IF PEOPLE SEE THAT

THERE IS NO LAW HERE. T
CAN'T LET IT HAPPEN!

S CoNNA BE ok, B
- SWEETHEART.




/.

: SHOULDN‘T we TELL §

4 : AYONE ABOUT IT2 -
@..“ 'A ; WL

ETHICS COMMlSSlON lS HISTORY.
AND I DOUBT COM
HERE COMPREHEND A
ABOUT GENET|CALLY MODIFIED PIGS.
»

REALITY CHECK: IT'S ALL
SOME V00DO0O TO THEM.

WELL, MAKE : ‘ ’ MEL TS EREEDY NS CGROSE. BUr
SOMETHING UP... 2 NOBODY GETS HURT. WELL, EXCEPT
. / FOR PIGS THAT IS.
AND GET PULVERILED BY THE CROWD

TRYING TO GET A RESPECTABLE
MAN OUT OF BUSINESSZ NO, THANKS.

ARE YOU SERIOUS?

HOW DO YOU KNOW SO
MUCH ABOUT OLD WORLD
TECHZ

AS SIMPLE AS
THAT, HUHZ

YOU'RE SUCH A
LOUSY LIAR...

MORE LIKE A TIRED
AND ANNOYED ONE.

LESS ARGUING,
MORE WALKING.

SEE. YOU SaY THAT, BUT IT" s
THESE GUYS WHO'D FINALLY
PUT A BULLET IN DAUD'S
SKULL.

AND WHAT EXACTLY HAPPENS ff =
70 THOSE WHO DON'TZ

& COMPLY AND YOU WON'T
~ HAVE TO FIND OUT.

" AND NOW MEN OF FAITH
s v (S,
£ THEY HAVE A POINT. TT 1S THE
THEIR TRUE NATURE. __ I TECUNOLOGY RUN AMOK THAT |
CAUSED ALL OF THIS!

DOHERTY DID EVERYTHING
HE COULD TO PROTECT THE
NEIGHBORHOOD!

WITHOUT HIS MILITIA THE
MARAUDERS WOULD HAVE
WIPED US OUT.

LOOK WHO'S TALKING.... YOU'RE
ONE OF THE SMARTASSES!

CONTRARY TO THE RUMORS SPREAD ABOUT US
BYTT%E VILE ONES, WE ARE MERCIFUL AND JUST.

HOSE WHO EMBRACE THE SCRIPTURE HAVE
‘ NOTHING TO FEAR FROM US. I

S SERIOUSLY, PEOPLE.
= WHAT DO WE HAV
10 LOSEZ

YOUR FRIEND '
HERE IS WISE. :
THESE ARE TIMES WHEN
. WISE MIGHT PROVE MORE =~ WHAT'S IT GOING
| USEFUL THAN SMART. SO... 10 BEZ

| |




{MA7 WE Wave] S
A ™ GuesTs!

JECCONE 20 BUCK R . st 1 NEED 10U 0 DISTRACT
HOMESTEAD, T AM < : 1N\ = HIM.TLL EXPLAIN LATER.

LARRY BUCKLE.

AV

‘ a OH, YES, OF COURSE, JUST SOME L i s : ; T WHY OF COUSE! PRESERVED : = Lt
HEARING TROUBLE. COME, SHE IS [N : i . ‘o GOODS ARE MA'S SPECIALTY! | |* IT MUST BE TOUGH &
ON THE TERRACE. SHE WILL BE SO : o - IF-YOU FOLLOW ME, PLEASE. wORlef‘OLHEE FARM

MEET YOU! i
)

oo

[TV e T [
] OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE ACQUAINTANCE
TO NEW PEOPLE DOES NOT PRESENT

ITSELF OFTEN THESE DAYS.
T T CURIOUS. THE UNIT IS IDENTIFIED f
: &1‘ — IN A COLLOQUIAL MANNER AS A
s ( - MOTHER. DOES THIS MEAN IT IS [{

1 AM THINKING ABOUT
MOVING TO VISTO. I HEARD
THAT THE HOSPITAL THERE 1S

THE BEST ON THE COAST.

¥ UST
NEEDS A LITTLE REST .
Y, . = = - = - S =
- : K ‘ —zI 4| =T THaNK Your wouLd F
TANOTSIRET ] . I8 i _ _ =Yim ARy — _ 1 YOU LIKE TO STAY FOR |
IMPLICATION 00D L e ent I 22

ARC CHASSIS WEARING A HAT [ ’ﬁ g k & SR\ i HANKS, BUT T BELIEVE |/

¢ i . AND NOT LOOKING SO GOOD,

b . ) )

. k] WAIT_. SHE LOOKS A p WISH I HAD SOME DIAGNOSTIC |4 & o : A SE e | 'S TIME FOR US TO BE
o] Bir S‘CA‘L gngzI TAKE| : o EQUIPMENT ON ME: A 7 - v ’3% / ; ON OUR MERRY W

Al AH. YOU ARE A DOCTOR
AL THEN! PLEASE, T SHALL
BE MUCH OBLIGED.

,t/d YOU'RE CREEPING ME.

i 3
¢ Uf’?s‘ ‘Z/Ergga‘ﬂ%’cfﬁy,w’ IT'S NOT HIM I'M WORRIED
D, BUT..

ABOUT.. IT'S THE "MOM".
GRANTED, BUT. MoV




t s e =i

.ZDYEARSAGD . ~ R Pon, | 1S T REALLY
‘ GUTTON\NOODSUBURBS - T Y ;) WORTHITZ

. T.CAN'T BELIEVE ANYBODY
WILL AGREE TO THAT.

T KNOW, HONEY, T
e KNOW... 11'S JUST..
THOSE DIMWITS RAZED : o\ | : © WHAT ABOUT USZ "~
AUGER AT LAB TO THE W < B 8 e

GROUND W17 PEOPLE

GIVING THEM ANYTHING BUT
THE BOOT FEELS LIKE BEING
A-PART OF THAT.

TVE LIVED MY LIFE BELIEVING, Sl AU, - o\ i T'M SORRY, AL... T THOUGH, T

THAT THERE IS MORE T0 IT, THAN . == ; N 3
&g_ MERE SURVIVAL: CONSCIENCE... _— — ; . o / - T s&OOLP%aEBﬁETWHE ONYE T0 Bgma

- 0u
INI_EGRITY FREEDOM : =iy Ay o - / IR HOW MUCH T RESPECT YOU.

1S HANK RIGHT2 DGN‘T
L& THESE THINGS MATTER -
= ANYMOREZ

PEOPLE DECIDED TO COMPLY
WITH REDEEMERS' DEMAND.
I DON'T LIKE IT, BUT... WE
_ALL HAVE FAMILIES.

Rl ~—ai]
. THOSE HAVE BEEN 10U
YEARS, PEOPLE JUST DO
HAVE IT IN THEM TO FIGHT )
ANY MORE.

WHAT IF MERE SURVIVAL
IS ALL WE HAVE LEFT2

HANK AND SEVERAL

:OTHERS RECRUITED

THOUGH... WEASELS.
I'M SORRY, AL




WHAT WAS THAT
ALL ABOUT2

THAT TH\NG WAS ARC
ROBOA(AMV i

THAT DOESN'T EXPLAIN HOW
SHE CAN BE LARRY'S MOM.

- POOR THING, ALL KEY
COMPONENTS DEGRADED
\| BEYOND REPAIR. PATTERN
RECOGNITION IS ALL OVER
THE PLACE. WAIT...

TAKE A LOOK.

IF SHE EVER FULL POW
SHE COULD SERlOUSLY HARM HIM.

T DON'T THINK IT WAS EVER | <
INTENDED FOR ACTUAL USE.
THE LOG 1S VAGUE, BUT...

ME =2 NOTHING BUT T DOUBT PARENTS
WOULD APPRECIATE HUGE MOVING
HUNKS OF METAL AS PART OF THEIR

KIDS' DAYCARE ROUT NE.

LOOKS LIKE ARC CONSTRUCTED A DEMO TO SHOWCA
DVANCED STUFF THEY HAD: HIGH-PRECISION POSITION CONTROL SERVOS,
STABILIZATION SYSTEMS, SENSORS, SMART SPEECH SYNTHESIS.

HOLY CRAP! SHE
KIDNAPPED HIM!2

] YE LOOKS LIKE WHEN THE BOMBS
FELL IT ESCAPED THE EXPO CENTER AT
SLATON, GRABBED SOME KID A —~
MADE ITS WAY HERE, FAR'

‘ 27,
SE ALL THE

0 BUT 1 DON' T
UNDERSTAND WHY

| WE LEFT IN SUCH
A HURRY. =

LOOK AT THE [
DIAGNOSTIC
DATA.

3 IfND gFﬁs ’
LN E
9’6-* TINMEN'S) (-

BUT IT CAN'T BE THAT BAD. AT
LEAST THEY RAE HETLPlNG THE

“AUTHRlZED USERS: 0". AND
SHE'S STUCK IN A DEFENSE MODE.
SHE WOULDN'T RECOGN\ZE Hébé\'

WHY DIDN'T YOU JUST

TELL HIMIZ MAYBE HE

COULD HAVE FIGURED
OUT SOME F

“_ | THAT THING WAS A
HIGHLY PROPRIETARY

J1GSAW PUTZLE o

I M SORRY. THERE'IS
0 FIX. 5

112

e

WHAT DID
YOU D02

CONTROL BOARD.

1 REMOVED THE MAIN I

s

N\\w “/’Q] ﬁ“’ A
i \5\\"\\\\\ \w“

T KNOW. BUT wHAT Yoy CALL
"EAMILY" HAS BEEN L
ANYWAY

ONG GON

5 " ALAN DOHERT
& ELECTRONICS

:}-e.q..:s ENGINEERING.

_.. YOU KILLED HER.

4 GODS, SHE PROBABLY WAS
1 THE ONLY FAMILY THE GUY'S
EVER KNOWN.

b 4 "! ._‘ =3

ANDATOR
GUILD

REGISTRATION b

BIT/B//IG THE COMMUNITY. THIS
STUFF THEY'RE JUST GIVING AWAY IS

M SOMEWHERE.

COMING FRO - WHEN
THE CARROTS RUN OUT THEY'LL USE
= THE STICK.

HONEY, T KNOW IT'S DlFFlCULT. -:

! HIS IS LIKE A CAP\TULATlON..

WITHOUT A FIGHT.

]
A __.

M E i

' PLEASE, AL 1 BEG YOU, &= .
= DON‘T TALK LIKE THAT! Tomss. Lo
ET'S JUST GET THIS .- 2
OVER WITH. 5

_SOLEMNLY REPENT MY SINS |
“AND PLEDGE T0 REDEEM MY |
SOUL IN HARD WORK... 8

- ] _FOR THE GOOD OF THE UNITY f
AND GLORY OF THE SEVEN.

s IN ACCORDANCE TO GENERAL
PARDON FOR COMPLIANCE YOU'L
BE SPARED AND ALLOWED TO WORK
AS A MECHANIC UNDER THE GUILD
OF BENIGN CRAFTS GUIDELINES.

4 YOU'LL BE FINED AND RELINQUISH
[ ANY AND ALL CURRENT PROPERTY.

YOU'LL RELOCATE OUTSIDE TOWN
LIMITS AND ALLOWED BACK IN TO
' PERFORM YOU DUTIES AT GUILD
SUPERVISOR S DISCRETION.

o

YOU'LL GIVE AN OATH OF &

=

y REPEAT AFTER ME.

_&

¥4 COMPLIANCE AND REPENT. -

I RENOUNCE MY SCIENTIFIC HUBRIS AND ANY

ALLEGIANCE TO THE IMPURE I SWEAR TO
Wy FOLLOW THE GUIDANCE OF THE SCRIPTURE
AND THE GQUILD OF BENIGN CRAFTS

R M b




OH.T GUESS THAT'S A WHATZ NOT SOMETHING
DEAL BREAKER. F| T HAVEN'T SEEN BEFORE.

TEMPERATURE APPROACHING |

RECOMMENDED OPERATION : o P L S : i _ e
LIMI. . : A Yo ‘ : . s

WE ARE DISTURBING ) ; THEY KILLED
A HOMICIDE SCENE. N 2 EACH OTHER.
WE MUST NOTIFY THE |5 .
AUTHORITIES RIGHT |

AWAY.

"DAYDREAM VR". [Es =
VR AS IN "VIRTUAL < > YEP. INTERESTING BASEMENT
REALITY"2 ] TO HAVE: LONG-SESSION UR
PODS, GENERATORS, AND THIS
ROOM.__ IT'S ESSENTIALLY A
FARADAY CAGE. SOMEONE'S
BEEN PREPARING.

I'M PRETTY {
THAT'S NOT
NORMAL.

o T
LOOKS LIKE WE'RE |- ! | 1
STUCK HERE... |- e HOSTS, 1 GUES.




, ; T e : b B usas : i E TP - % = 3
. B - SEE, FOR THE PAST FEW YEARS i : : v GU
©“7710 YEARS Aﬂg// o ANL“ZK %855&452 : SV T'VE SEEN ENOUGH PEOPLE JUST ENEE : : NA& B s o
DOHERTY S SGRAP}M\ 75 SN - "FOLLOWING ORDERS". / ] e " FROM. :
i \ AND YOU ARE_ 2 o 2 ; 4 8 i FOLLOWING ORDERS JUSTIFY

BREAKING THE OATHZ
= 3 COLONEL EVE MASON. @

THEY KILLED AND HUMILIATED
* PEOPLE BECAUSE SOMEONE
ORDERED THEM TO.

CONTINENTAL UNION MILITARY.
WE'VE BEATEN THE REDEEMERS
AND NOW WE'RE TRYING TO
STABILIZE THE REGION.

WHAT DO YOU
WANT FROM ME2Z

THE GUARD WILL BE STAT\ONED IN
VISTO, BUT WE'LL NEED LOCALS TO
HANDLE LAW ENFORCEMENT. |

T WAS TOLD YOU'VE BEEN
A KIND OF A SHERIFF HERE
BEFORE REDEEMERS CAME.

7/ THIS TOWN NEEDS
YOU AGAIN.

S0... MILITARY, HUHZ
TOOK'YOUR SWEET TIME.

TRUE. T WISH WE
COULD HAVE GOTTEN
" "HERE SOONER.

e B B AND THE ANSWER IS 4O, TM AN 0
T'VE BEEN THROUGH [ S MAN, COLONEL, I'VE HAD ENOUGH OF
THIS BEFORE...  § g SAVING THE P%%PYlﬁO‘\RMEHO DON'T CARE |

T0 PREFORM OUR DUTY. NOTHING
WILL EVER MAKE UP FOR LEAVING
ALL OF YOU PEOPLE BEHIND.
WE ARE SOLDIERS. WE WERE
OLLOWING ORDERS.

T WOULDN'T’
COUNT ON I,

-
FOR F/FTEEA/ VEARS WE HAD
TO SURVIVE ON OUR OWN, AND
NOW YOU'RE JUST SHOWING UP
OUT OF THE BLUE TO WHAT2




YOU HAVE GOT TO I'M Just USING THE HEADSET :

BE KIDDING ME. AS A DISPLAY. COME LOOK AT (5
THIS. T THINK 1 KNOW WHAT

HAPPENED HERE. .

BUZZ OFF, §
IT'S MINE!

NO, NO, NO! WORK |8
YOU STUPID THING:! By

HM, LOOKS LIKE THIS THING
IS PRETTY ADDICTIVE.

WHY WOULD ANYONE
BUILD IT LIKE THATZ

1T MIGHT HAVE BPEEN A BUG. THESE

DE AND... WHO KNOWS2
TOO BAD WE'LL HAVE TO

LEAVE THESE THINGS HERE.

DON'T... WORRY
ABOUT IT.

CODEX, PLAY THE
FILES WE RETRIEVED.

%&S\b\g GENE RAL EVE SOMETHlNG

VERY IMPORTANT 1S GOING ON, -
A AND THE PEOPLE T CARE ABOUT WHAT EXACTLY
S ARE RIGHT Wgs MIDBLE OF | APPENEDZ

THE DIMS HERDEDDOZENS OF
PEOPLE, SCIENTISTS, ENGINEERS,
TEACHERS TO A PRISON CAMP. *

i ANY PARTICULAR
# REASON WHY YOU

AND WHEN THEY DO -- WENT ALONE2

WE'LL ALL BE IN A VERY
BIG TR

WE BOTH KNOW THERE'S NO LOVE LOST
BETWEEN YOU AND THE GUARD.

1 APPRECIATE YOU COMING TO ME WITH
THIS, AND YOU CAN COUNT ON US.

-
BUT LET ME MAKE ONE THING PERFECTLY (S

CLEAR: IF YOU WANT TO BE A PART OF
SOLVING THIS, YOU'LL HAVE TO DROP THE
LO/VESOME RA/VGE/? ACT.

WHAT IN THE f
| HELL FORZ

ARENTLY THE DIMS ARE ‘
BUILDING SOME ADVANCED Ko AL
STUFF AT THEIR BASE. [ AND T DON'T HAVE TO TELL [f*
B K YOU -- THOSE BASTARDS
{ ARE JUST NUTS ENOUGH T
GET WHAT THEY WANT.

DON'T BULLSHIT
ME, DOHERTY.

W

WE DON‘T HAVE T0 LIKE EACH

; %‘mwd—,-d OTHEROTO &ORK TYOGET\SER. E(;JE




PERHAPS. THAT JUST FELT
LIKE... GIVING UP, YOU KNOW2

5 E E E E A V OF THIS IS ALIEN TO YOU.

1 DON'T HAVE TO AGREE WITH
PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND THEIR
REASONING.

OH NO, NOT
THIS TIME.

T THINK T'VE BEEN PATIENT
ENOUGH TO DESERVE SOME
STRAIGHT ANSWERS.

1 GUESS THERE'S NO
SENSE KEEPING YOU IN
THE DARK ANYMORE.
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CONTINENTAL NUCLEAR
RESEARCH LABORATORY.
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