


WELL, AS GRANDMA MIGHT
HAVE SAID, THEY SURE KNEW
HOW TO BUILD 'EM.



MAIN BOARD'S FRIED... SOME OF
THE COMPONENTS STILL LOOK
GOOD THOUGH.



HOW ABOUT THATZ IS IT

QUIET ENOUGH FOR YOU
NOW?2
OK. SIGNS ARE YOUR FRIENDS. THEY
TELL YOU SMART THINGS. LISTEN TO
THE SIGNS. GOT IT.
WHAT THE..2

WOW... SO COOL.



HELLOZ

WHAT'S THAT
SOUND2



HEY! ARE YOU AL/VEZ
MIND IF T LOOK INSIDE2

T THINK T'VE
GOT SOMETHING
FOR YOU.

THERE. THAT
SHOULD DO IT.

INITIALIZING...
MAIN FUNCTIONS OVERRIDDEN...
INCOMPATIBLE SOFTWARE
DETECTED. PLEASE STAND BY...

"ARC ARCHIVAL UNIT CDX-301 DEVELOPE
FOR ALL YOUR ARCHIVAL NEEDS... S-S-
SCANNING... RECYCLING... PR-R-RINT ON
DEMAND... NEW GENERATION SYNTHA-
PAPERTM"...

YOU TALK LIKE A BAD
TRAVELLING MERCHANT.
STAND BY FOR COGNITIVE
FUNCTION CORRECTION.

T'LL TAKE THAT
AS A "YES".

WOW, THE JUICE IS STILL
FLOWING. AMAZING! LOOKS
LIKE YOUR CO-PROCESSOR IS
DAMAGED. HM...

T'VE BEEN CARRYING
THIS AROUND FOR QUITE
A WHILE.

APOLOGIES. UNIT X301 READY
TO SERVE. T HAVE AN IMPERATIVE
URGE TO CONSUME THIS BOOK.

WAIT... YOU SAID YOU'RE AN
ARCHIVAL UNIT, RIGHT2

AFFIRMATIVE.

HEY/ 'HELL DO YOU

THINK YOU'RE DOING?
1 AM PERFORMING MY
PRIMARY FUNCTION.
AND WHAT WOULD THAT

BEZ MESSING PEOPLE'S
STUFF UPZ

1 THINK I READ ABOUT YOU. YOU
RECYCLE OLD SYATHA-PAPER BOOKS,
SCAN, PROCESS AND STORE THEM IN
LIBRARY MAINFRAME UNTIL NEEDED.
IN A SENSE, YOU “FEED" ON BOOKS.

YOUR INPUT IS
CONFUSING.
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IBET.

OK, HERE'S THE
DEAL: EVERYTHING
IN THIS BACKPACK
\S OFF-LIMITS. DO
YOU UNDERSTAND2

M ACTUALLY LOOKING
FOR MORE BOOKS LIKE e

THIS ONE HERE.

PROCESSING.

M'AM, THIS BOOK 1S 9828
DAYS OVERDUE.

ITEMS DESIGNATED AS GUEST'S

PERSONAL EFFECTS. PROCESSING.

REQUEST PROCESSED. STATUS
CONFIRMED.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
MAKE A REQUESTZ

JUST PROMISE NoT
0 "EAT"IT.

"PRINCIPIA CYBERNETICA. TOME I", TSSUED FOR
LIBRARY ID 0087654942, TURNER, SAMUEL D..
DATE OF ISSUE- 10.23.2025. YOU ARE NOT

TURNER. HOW DID YOU AQUIRE THIS B()OKz

WOW. T THOUGHT T"

D

HOW MU IR BURNED THAT ONE.

E BOOK2

NOPE, NOT A CLUE. BUT T GO
ALL OVER THE COAST BYUIN'
AND SELLIN' AT A PROFIT. T
BET THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO'D
PAY ME MARGIN IF T DELIVER
BOOKS LIKE THIS.

WHY DO YOU EVEN WANT 172 CAN
YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT IT SAYS?

1 COULD TAKE IT OFF YOUR
HANDS AND YOU'LL BE SAFE WITH
NO SNEAKY REDEEMER OR SOME

SUCH FINDIN' YOU'RE HOARDIN'
THEM WEIRD DANGEROUS BOOKS.

I... BOUGHT IT.
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SELLING BOOKS PRODUCED AND DISTRIBUTED
BY PROMETHEUS CORPORATION LIBRARIES UNDER
LIMITED PUBLIC LICENSE \S ILLEGAL. THE BOOK IN
QUESTION MUST BE RETURNED TO ENGINEERING

AND SCIENCES SECTION RIGHT AWAY.

GREAT! LET'S GO THEN. MAYBE ON OUR
WAY THERE WE'LL FIND SOME ROMANCE
NOVELS FOR YOU TO “SMACK™ ON.

ERROR. SECTION INACCESSIBLE. THIS
1S OUTRAGEOUS NEGLIGENCE ON PART
OF MAINTENANCE STAFF!

YOU... HAVE NO IDEA ABOUT THE
BIG WAR, DO YOUZ

ON THE CONTRATY, M'AM. 1
STORE INFORMATION ON MORE
THAN A HUNDRED CONFLICTS
THAT FIT THE CONCEPT, FROM
SUMERIAN CONQUEST OF 2700
B.C.E. TO THE GREAT ASIAN
WAR OF 2020

DUDE, THAT WAS ALL
SKIRMISHES COMPATED T0 2026/
ITHIT EVERV\%/REDN THE WORLD,

I'M SORRY CODEX. THERE
WILL BE NO MAINTENANCE.

OH... HELL. I'M SORRY, CODEX. T
DON'T THINK THERE'S A PLACE LEFT
FOR YOU NOW.

COMING TO THINK OF IT...
ICAN SOR\]’ g; RELATE T0

COME ON. LET'S SCRATCH

THAT ITCH OF YOURS AND

MAYBE FIGURE OUT WHAT
TO DO NEXT.

INQUIRY: WOULD YOU LIKE TO
SET MY NEW DESIGNATION TO
"CODEX".

ISN'T THAT A
BETTER NAME THAN
CDX-WHATEVER?

1 DID NOT HAVE A
"NAME" BEFORE.

WELL, NOW YOU DO.

PLEASE IDENTIFY YOURSELF FOR
FUTURE REFERENCE.

GRACE. YOU CAN
CALL ME GRACE.

ANALYZING. PERFORMING MY
FUNCTION WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE
UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES.

1 ML:JSOR_&E REASSIGNED T0
PROMETHEUS CORPORAT!ON
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
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THESE SHOULD DO. CAN'T IMAGINE THIS
TACKY TRASH "TASTING" GOOD, BUT AT
LEAST WHATEVER'S LEFT OF THE WORLD
CULTURE WON'T LOSE MUCH IF THESE
ARE GONE FOR GOOD.

NO WORRIES, M'AM. EVERY RECYCLED
BOOK IS TEMPORARILY STORED ON MY
HARD DRIVE.

YEAH, YEAH... WHATEVER.
GO AHEAD, EXECUTE YOUR
"DIRECTIVE 451"

"A BOOK IS JUST A PHYSICAL MEDIUM WHICH CAN WITHER AND BE
LOST. PROMETHEUS CORPORATION PRESERVES THE ESSENCE OF
THE BOOK, MAKING IT AVAILABE ON THE NET FOR FREE. YOU CAN
PICK UP YOUR PRINT COPY AT..."

1'D GIVE MY GOOD LEG
TO SEE IT THOUGH.

DON'T TALK WITH
YOUR MOUTH FULL.

ALSO, YOUR NET'S

BEEN GONE FOR 26
YEARS NOW.

CODEX, IS THIS RUSTLING
NOISE NORMAL FOR YOUR
OPERATION?

NEGATIVE. MY OPERATION 1S
COMPLETELY SILENT SO THAT
IT DOES NOT DISTURB THE
VISITORS.

DAMN!

CODEX... WHAT THE HELL
\S THAT THING 2

UNKNOWN. SUGGESTION --
EVACUATE.

NO ARGUMENT
FROM ME!
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THIS THING'S TOO FAST. 1S
THERE A PLACE WITH A GOOD

DOOR AROUND HEREZ
HEAD STRAIGHT AHEAD,
THEN TAKE THE FIRST TURN
LEFT, PLEASE.
WHERE'S
THATZ
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MAINTENANCE UNIT, CURRENT
LEVEL, SECTION C5.

LOOKS LIKE THIS IS THE
ONLY WAY IN... AND OUT.

PLEASE STAND BY.

DOWNLOADING MAINTENANCE
SCHEMATICS.

THERE IS A CRAWLSPACE IN THE
NORTH-WESTERN SECTION OF THIS ROOM.
THE HATCH HOWEVER MA BE OBSTRUCTED

WITH DEBRIS.

FOUND IT!

1 AM OBSERVING LACK
OF GUIDING RAIL WITHIN
THIS STRUCTURE.

WAIT... YOU CAN'T MOVE
DOWN THEREZ

T CANNOT.

DON'T WORRY, I'M NOT
GONNA LEAVE YOU HERE.

T AM INCAPABLE OF EMOTIONAL RESPONSE.
YOUR CONCERN FOR PROMETHEUS CORPORATION
PROPERTY IS HOWEVER APPRECIATED.

YOU'RE NOBODY'S PROP... OH,
NEVER MIND. SEE YOU ON THE
OTHER SIDE.

WELL, WE HAVE A
WAY OUT.
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SAFE AND
SOUND...

THE VIEW COULD BE BETTER. AT
LEAST NOTHING'S CHASING US
ANYMORE.

COME ON, LET'S SET UP A
CAMP SOMEWHERE SO THAT
1 COULD DEAL WITH YOUR
MOVEMENT CONFINEMENT.

JUST... A LITTLE... FURTHER...
AND WE'LL GET OUT OF HERE.

AND WE'LL LIVE... HAPPILY...
EVER AFTER.

... YOU'LL DEFINITELY NEED A NEW SET OF
WHEELS TOO, WITH YOUR CURRENT CHASSIS
YOU'LL GET STUCK SOMEWHERE AGAIN
ANYWAY. DOHERTY'S SCRAPYARD SHOULD
HAVE WHAT WE NEED.

DRAGGING YOU THERE WILL BE ONE
HELL OF AN EXCERCISE THOUGH,
ESPECIALLY IF YOUR SECONDARY

SERVOS FALL APART NEXT.

SEE. I AM TO

1
REMAIN HERE THEN.

INTERACTION DATA INDICATES THAT IT
IS APPROPRIATE TO EXPRESS GRATITUDE
IN SITUATIONS WHEN ONE'S EXISTENCE
IS CONTINUED AT OTHER'S EFFORT. I,
HEREBY, EXPRESS IT.

LIKE HELL YOU ARE! T DIDN'T
DRAG YOU ALL THE WAY HERE
FOR YOU TO GET SCRAPPED FOR
PARTS OR WORSE -~ GUTTED BY
SOME CRAZY DIMS.

YOU'RE WELCOME.
1 GUESS.
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THAT'S SHORT FOR "REDEEMERS".
LET'S JUST SAY THEY'RE NOT HUGE
FANS OF TECH STUFF... WAIT, WHAT
HAVE YOU JUST SAIDZ CURIOUS?

INQUIRY- T AM CURIOUS,
WHAT THE DEFINITION OF
"DIMS"” S IN CONTEXT.

NO, JUST... UNUSUAL. T DIDN'T KNOW
ROBOTS CAN BE CURIOUS. ARE YOU
PROGRAMMED FOR CONSCIOUS INQUIRY 2

PLEASE STAND BY FOR
DIAGNOSTICS.

NEGATIVE. LOG, HOWEVER,
INDICATES INTERACTION WITH
CONFLICTING SOFTWARE OF
HIGHER PRIORITY.

WELL, THAT DOESN'T SOUND
LIKE SOMETHING T DID.

1 MUST PROCEED WITH MY
OBJECTIVE. WOULD YOU LIKE TO
SPECIFY NEW TASKZ

1 DON'T KNOW. LOOKS LIKE NEITHER
OF US HAS A PURPOSE NOW. WHY NOT
JUST STICK TOGETHER AND SEE.

AFFIRMATIVE. IS IT
INAPPROPRIATE2
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